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CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES ANNOUNCES NEW GRANTS FROM 

THE ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON FOUNDATION AND THE BUSH FOUNDATION 

TO DEVELOP A CURRICULUM TO PREVENT YOUTH FROM ENGAGING IN 

HIGH-RISK BEHAVIORS 

 

Rapid City, SD- Youth residing in communities on the Pine Ridge, Cheyenne River and Rosebud 

reservations are on their way to hope and freedom from the influences of violence, alcohol, 

drugs, and other high-risk behaviors associated with the oppressive socioeconomic conditions in 

the area thanks to funding from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation of Princeton, NJ, and the 

Bush Foundation of St. Paul, MN. 

 

Catholic Social Services (CSS), a non-profit counseling organization that serves all faiths in 

western South Dakota, announced today that it has received a $50,000 planning grant from the 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) for the development of a curriculum for Lakota 

Youth focusing on the prevention of high-risk behaviors.  RWJF is the largest U.S. philanthropy 

devoted exclusively to improving health and health care for all Americans.  The RWJF award 

will be matched by a grant from the Bush Foundation, which has long been committed to 

supporting South Dakota youth residing on reservations. 

 

ñWe like to support organizations that have an on-the-ground relationship with the communities 

they serve.  Catholic Social Services has established a strong, positive and respectful relationship 

with many residents on these reservations,ò states Jos® Gonzales, a Program Officer at the Bush 

Foundation.  

ñOur goal is to reach children before itôs too late,ò explains CSSôs Executive Director, Jim 

Kinyon.  ñCatholic Social Services staff will travel to various sites observing successful youth 

prevention programs.  Over the next year we will work with local Native American leaders to 

adapt the curricula for Lakota Youth.ò  Initially the curriculum will focus on substance abuse and 

suicide prevention, and later will incorporate topics related to violence prevention and sexual 

activity. 
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The process will involve the formation of a local coalition to review the evolving prevention 

curriculum, partnering with the Chiesman foundation to ensure that the outcomes are achievable 

and measurable as well as providing existing staff members with the necessary training to 

become state-certified Prevention Specialists. 

 

ñIt is the intention of CSS to continue to press on after the curriculum has been completed and 

implement a culturally based high-risk prevention program that will be nothing short of dynamic 

for Lakota youth in South Dakota,ò states Executive Director of CSS, Jim Kinyon. 

 

 

 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation focuses on the pressing health and health care issues 

facing our country.  As the nationôs largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to improving the 

health and health care of all Americans, the Foundation works with a diverse group of 

organizations and individuals to identify solutions and achieve comprehensive, meaningful and 

timely change. 

 

For 35 years the Foundation has brought experience, commitment, and a rigorous, balanced 

approach to the problems that affect the health and health care of those it serves.  When it comes 

to helping Americans lead healthier lives and get the care they need, the Foundation expects to 

make a difference in your lifetime.  For more information, visit www.rwjf.org. 

 

The Bush Foundation 

The Bush Foundation, a private grant making organization established in 1953 by 3M executive 

Archibald Bush and his wife, Edyth, improves the quality of life by strengthening organizational, 

community and individual leadership in the region that includes Minnesota, North Dakota and 

South Dakota.  Its grant making and individual fellowship programs in the arts, medicine and 

leadership are open to candidates and organizations from the three-state region. 

 

Catholic Social Services 

Catholic Social Services (CSS) was founded in 1971.  In 1975 CSS was incorporated as a 

501(C)(3) agency.  The agency mission is to provide professional Social Services to people of all 

socio-economic, ethnic, and religious affiliations in western South Dakota.  We offer mental 

health counseling, youth prevention services, educational programs, birth parent and adoption 

services, and put special emphasis on reaching out to the economically disadvantaged 

populations in our region. 

 

 

For more information, visit www.catholic-social-services.net or call 1-800-727-2401. 

 

http://www.rwjf.org/

